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The Company was founded in 1998. The central focus of the Company’s activity is research, survey, 

design and production works, all aimed to conserve the cultural heritage. Since 2000, the Company 

is a member of the Union of Restorers of Saint-Petersburg. 15-years’ experience in using Runit 

materials for architectural landmarks and the results achieved are our best recommendation.
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Basis: Centuries of our ancestors’ 
experience, as well as modern 
scientific developments, embedded in 
Runit, make the reliable basis of our 
work.

Amulet: Responsibility, soul and 
love we put into our work.

Power: The Runit’s ability to solve 
the tasks at hand despite any 
difficulties.

Secret: Each piece of the cultural 
heritage holds plenty of technological 
secrets, and our primary goal is to 
uncover and reproduce them during 
the restoration.

Heritage: Runit’s mission is to conserve 
architectural art monuments of our 
Fatherland.

Our activity is directly related to the 
following symbols:

The root «run» refers us to ancient tablets 
with graphic signs that keep a secret. 
The secret of going back to basics, to a 
keystone, with interlacing ideas, familiar 
to the Slavs, such as «heritage», «peace», 
«power» and «amulet».

Mission and 
Values

Our aim is to preserve the traditions 
and the heritage, which were 
erected in stone by our ancestors, 
as well as to develop this experience 
while creating new materials.
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The classification 
of the company’s 
activity

Finishing Works

Restoration 
Technologies and 
Materials

Science and 
Technologies

Protection 
and Repair

Tailored Solutions

«Agio» offers individual approach 
to each customer. Science 
and technology will help solve 
restorative, protective and 
finishing tasks.

Surveying of buildings

Research work

Development of the design documentation

Development of the scientific restoration report

Methodology of restoration works

Production of materials

Work execution

Security of warranty liabilities
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Finishing
The fi nishing makes the 
appearance of the facility and 
conveys the very mood that 
was conceived by an architect 
or a designer.

Herewith, the fi nal result is 
directly defi ned by the quality 
of the works performed 
and by a properly selected 
system of fi nishing materials. 
Combining historical traditions 
and the present-day scientifi c 
approach, the Runit brand 
offers both a beginning 
master and a sophisticated 
professional the means to 
achieve a goal at hand, that is, 
various-purpose high-quality 
dry mixtures.

First of all, these are lime 
plasters. Several series are 
released, such as: Runit 
Classic, Original, and Lime-
Gypsum. Using the system 
pairs, you can achieve velvety-
rough, ready-to-paint bases.

To solve extra-protection tasks, 
lime cement compounds are 
used (Runit Lime Cement, 
Runit Modern), while to achieve 
smoot «zero» interior plastering 
we recommend a gypsum-
based mixture (Runit Gypsum). 
All the above mentioned 
mixtures are also developed 
for machine-aided application. 
The smooth surface can be 
achieved using Runit spackling 

mixtures adapted to facade 
and interior systems.

To imitate natural materials 
in their rich palette, we 
have developed terrazyt-
based plasters and terrazzo 
fl ooring, which combine 
a tinted base made of a 
dry mixture and rock fi llers 
of different fractions and 
colors. Such coatings create 
a one-of-a-kind image of 
the interior/façade, while 
keeping fresh colors and high 
strength for years and years. 
Professionally elaborated 
Runit adhesive mixtures are 
used for fi nishing of natural 
stone or ceramic tile.

Science and 
Technologies

Any successful activity, related to restoration materials, inextricably intertwined 
with scientifi c research being carried out at our innovation and testing center 
«Construction and Restoration». The results, obtained during these works, are 
implemented at our own production.

The major problem in manufacturing of restoration materials is a limited period 
of time for development and release. A solution of this problem is a collection 
of ready-to-use materials of specifi c colors and textures we formed to satisfy 
90% percent of demands of our customers. If it is necessary to develop a new 
material, we use tailored solutions.

Based on a process approach, our Company has implemented an effi cient 
management system to ensure a consistently high level of product quality. 
In addition, modern information technologies, actively used, allow us to 
systematize and analyze information. Our system refl ects an order from our 
Customer Service Department; our technologists develop and introduce a 
formulation, which can be immediately seen by the Production Department 
to take measures for its release. The system allows us to respond promptly to 
customers’ comments and to improve the products.
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The Runit Trademark has 
been used in restoration for 
15 years. Our products must 
match original specimens in all 
the aspects. Thanks to many 
years of handling examples 
of architectural creativity, 
we managed to develop 
unique lime-based restoration 
compounds. For the first time, 
lime got widely used in Greece 
as mortars and as painting 
primer. In the latter half of 
the 19th century, cement 
appeared to make complex 
mortars widespread. However, 
it became clear soon that its 
high strength failed to be a 
useful feature for finishing 
liquids.

A major advantage of the lime mortar over the cement one is its high permeability. It absorbs 
excess moisture and gives it whenever it lacks. Moisture condensation inside walls and on the 
boundary between the wall and the finishing plaster coat is prevented during finishing of exterior 
walls of brick buildings.
Lime mortars are also resistant to biological corrosion. Formerly, burnt clay was used to improve 
the quality of lime mortars. As a counterpart we use an additive made by heat treatment at a 
temperature of 650 to 700 °C — amorphous aluminium silicate. It retains water and reduces 
shrinkage strains; at a later stage, it increases the stone’s strength and water resistance.

Restoration 
Technologies and 
Materials

High qualification of employees at the Innovation and Testing Centre «Construction and 
Restoration» (3 Doctors of Engineering Sciences and 4 Candidates of Sciences) along with the 
equipped certified construction material laboratory allow us to solve a wide range of research 
tasks in construction materials science.

• To develop high-quality protective compounds made on a basis 
of the dry mixture technology (antiradiation, sanitizing, heat-
insulating, soundproofing, and fireproofing, etc.)

• To improve process and performance properties of dry 
mixtures for façade and interior finishes (including restoration 
types)

• To develop high-efficiency repair and waterproof dry mixtures

• To improve technical and economic characteristics of silicate 
and lime paints

Major Research Areas 
of Our Company:

Research
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Tailored solutions are the 
necessity derived from 
authors’, historical, structural 
and technological features 
of a specific project or 
facility. Sometimes, there are 
situations when to solve the 
set tasks without a custom-
tailored approach is not 
possible. For instance, this can 
concern architectural décor 
elements as well as terrazzo 
concrete or terrazyt plaster 
floorings.

Stylistic and engineering 
peculiarities of architectural 
solutions for new projects, and 
the appearance of the existing 
coatings, for which we should 
find as accurate counterpart 
as possible, define nuances of 
finishing material formulations 
– terrazyt plasters or terrazzo. 
Delicacies of architectural 
décor shapes are embodied 
through design and 
manufacturing of elements of 
small weights, high strengths, 
and weather resistance using 
fiber and glass-fiber reinforced 
concrete. The totality of all 
the custom-tailored approach 
possibilities determines the 
high solution level for the 
most outside-the-box tasks in 
restoration, redecoration and 
new construction.

Tailored 
Solutions

Under special conditions, the 
walls need additional protective 
properties. The Runit Sanitizing 
mixture improves the condition of 
walls subject to moisture impact. 
The Runit Sanitizing Light mixture 
ensures extra protection against 
salt efflorescence. The Runit Light 
(Heat-Insulating) plaster is used for 
additional winterization of walls. 
The Runit Antiradiation (Baryte) is 
used for indoor finishing, protecting 
people against harmful radiation.

Various defects can appear in concrete structures during 
placement or operation. The Runit Concrete and Stone 
Repair M300 and M500 are used to fill large defects. The 
Runit Repair Cast Compound ensures shrink resistance 
and waterproofing. The Runit Injectconcrete is used to 
fill smaller-volume defects by injection. The Runit Repair 
High-Early-Strength Compound is intended for quick 
recovery of geometry and performance characteristics 
of concrete, reinforced concrete and masonry structures. 
The Runit High-Early-Strength Compound (Finishing) is 
different in its hardening rate. The Runit Multi-Repair is 
used to preserve decorative properties of the natural 
stone or concrete surfaces. The Runit Repair Shotcrete 
is used to reinforce and to increase the water resistance 
of the structures by dry and wet shotcreting.

Up-to-date waterproof materials based on mineral binders are capable of solving various tasks. 
The Runit Waterproof Concrete is recommended to make waterproof protection (a coat at least 
30 mm thick) by concreting. The Runit Plaster Waterproofing is used to create a protective coat 
(5 to 30 mm) on a vertical wall surface. The Runit Penetrating Waterproofing and the Runit Joint 
Waterproofing are used to restore the structure of the concrete that has been subject to soft 
water for a long period. The Runit Water Plug is used for protection against hydrostatic pressure. 
The Runit Membrane Waterproofing and the Runit Elastic Two-Component Waterproofing allow 
us to make a thin-layer waterproof coating on the surface. The Runit Injection Waterproofing 
is used to eliminate leaks through the body of concrete and brick structures, cracks, and 
constructional joints. The Runit Inject is used to block capillary moisture.

Mixed Plasters

Waterproof Compounds

Protection 
and Repair
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Development of the 
scientific school of 
restoration for research 
and production of 
materials
Restoration is a unique 
scientific direction that is 
situated at the interface 
between technical, natural, 
social, and human sciences. 
Thus, the main goal of 
restoration, preservation 
of authenticity, is not 
possible to achieve without 
a cooperation of a wide 
range of specialists. That 
is why the scientific school 
of restoration is one of the 
foundations of our Company. 
Years go by and we are 
still sure that this scientific 
approach is the right one 
and we are improving it 
constantly.
The first products under 
the trade mark “Runit” 
were developed in Saint-
Petersburg when the city 
was preparing to its 300 
years anniversary. From the 
very start the standards for 
the products were formed 
not by marketing research 
but by scientific research of 
architectural monuments.

Today our Company is implementing a complex approach 
based on our own research base and production facilities 
that manufacture dry constructional mixtures and paints, 
construction chemicals and other components.
First of all the Company founded a scientific research 
laboratory and a production facility. Now they form a 
certified innovation and testing center «Construction and 
Restoration». The center brought together a creative team of 
professionals from the leading universities of St. Petersburg 
such as St. Petersburg State Technological Institute, Saint 
Petersburg State Transport University and Saint Petersburg 
State University of Architecture and Civil Engineering.
The difference of restoration materials science is in the 
necessity of a wide-spectrum of laboratory research and 
consequently a need for a lot of analytical and test equipment. 
Some of this equipment is quite expensive, so no organization 
can resolve the problem of equipping a laboratory by itself. 
However it is not necessary. We managed to organize the 
work of the center «Construction and Restoration» such 
a way that we work in partnership with a lot of research 
laboratories, using their equipment and staff.
For example, the laboratory of Saint Petersburg State 
Transport University has a very extensive experience in non-
destructive testing of materials and constructions, which is 
beneficial for the most cultural heritage buildings.
The laboratory of Saint Petersburg State University of 
Architecture and Civil Engineering can determine the 
composition of specimens of historical natural stone 
materials using X-ray diffraction analysis and also an electron-
microscopic analysis. Moreover a bunch of standard tests for 
physical and mechanical properties are conducted there.

Analytical research of metals and composite 
metals as well as microbiological research is 
conducted in the laboratory of St. Petersburg 
State Technological Institute.

Examination of samples with a scanning electron microscope

X-ray diffraction analysis

Petrographic and stratigraphic tests of 
specimens of historical materials are 
conducted on base of our own center 
«Construction and Restoration»
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As we have mentioned before, the most significant advantage of the center «Construction and Restoration» 
is the scientific school of materials science represented by two Doctors of Science, Candidates of chemical 
and technical sciences, postgraduate students and magister students. This allows us to implement 
a thorough scientific approach to restoration (restoration materials, in this case), conduct a systematic 
research which result in theses and, of course, are implemented at our own production facilities. We 
develop new materials and improve technologies not only for restoration purposes but also for an everyday 
construction of unique buildings and structures.
The company actively patents its own scientific developments in the area of materials science. This year 
Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property has already received two patent applications from our 
Company:  «Restoration dry mix» and «Composition for the manufacture of lightweight architectural 
products». We are preparing to patent an innovative material for the renovation of wells of the underground 
system.

Development of new restoration materials Company’s employees successfully 
balance scientific and production work 
with the teaching at universities that 
allows the Company to hire the most 
motivated and talented people when 
they are still undergraduate students. 
They are conducting their research or 
work practice under the supervision of 
our employees.
A comprehensive scientific analysis lets 
us estimate the most common problems 
in production of restoration materials 
and find the ways to solve them. Seems 
that the main problem in manufacturing 
of restoration materials is a limited period 
of time for development and release of 
a new product (or a new color for the 
materials). Pre-designed restoration 
methodology for a particular object 
does not allow specifying a certain list 
of required materials: compounds are 
approximate, and in the course of the 
work additional information about the 
historical materials is revealed. And there 
is just no time for the quality control at 
every step of the production cycle as 
usually there is a maximum of a month 
between the order and the release of 
products to a client.
To achieve the goal of guaranteed 
high-quality of the products, we have 
developed a processed approach that is 
supposed to minimize the time between 
the order and the finished product.

Moreover, we are using modern 
technologies to have a quick 
information turnover and prompt 
reaction from the responsible 
parties. The special system 
«Command Center» was developed 
and implemented at the Company, 
allowing developing the materials 
using our material-technological 
resources, as quick as possible. Our 
system reflects an order from our 
Customer Service Department; 
our technologists develop and 
introduce a formulation, which 
can be immediately seen by the 
Production Department to take 
measures for its release. The other 
important feature of this system 
is the ability to react promptly to 
the clients’ questions and remarks. 
It is very important for us to know 
what the people that work with our 
products think about them. This 
helps us to improve our materials. 
The process approach makes it 
possible to extend the catalog of 
our products, work on the materials 
that are in high demand and not to 
waste time on solving problems that 
were probably caused by subjective 

reasons. Thanks to that approach, in addition to the well-known 
in Saint-Petersburg lime-based restoration materials «Runit», we 
are now manufacturing new products such as: Runit Multi-Repair 
for concrete and stone works, terrazzo and Moroccan tiles, and 
elements made of glass-fiber reinforced concrete.

Receiving an order from a customer 

Specifying the need for the development 
of a «new color» (a letter to the General Manager) 

Making a request for a technologist
to visit a site in «Command Center»

Our technologists visit the site

Is it possible to develop 
a new material?

Developing a new formulation 
and preparing a sample

Paints - 2 days
Stone replacements - 3 days

Terrazzo - 7 days
Terrazyt - 5 days

Sending a request for 
manufacturing of a new material. 

Informing the Accounting Department

Production process

Quality control

Shipment of goods

Receiving a reviewTroubleshooting

Entering the formulation 
into the «Command Center»Issuing a quality 

certificate

Approving a formulation

Approval of 
a sample by a customer

Entering the order into the «Command Center»

No

No

NoNo

Yes

Yes

YesYes

1-2 
days

1-2 
days

Is it necessary to visit 
a construction site 

for our technologists?
Getting a sample
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We are conducting research, scientific and production works, and also developing the quality of 
restoration and the restoration economy.

The production of restoration materials 
is also based on the unique features 
of using these materials. One of them 
is the demand for a smaller batch of 
products, designed specifically for 
a certain architectural monument. 
Company’s facility in the city of Pushkin 
(near Saint-Petersburg) produces high-
tech restoration materials and restores 
architectural elements. The products are 
based on various mineral raw materials, so 
the flexible approach to the technology is 
necessary. The facility can produce 30-
40 tons of products per day.

Several production lines use several 
different types of mixers and, therefore, 
we can use not only sand as an aggregate, 
but also marble, limestone, quartz, mica — 
which are typical of historical materials.

The Company also works with the 
industrial plant 211 which has automatic 
equipment for the production of dry 
mixtures and can produce up to 100 
tons per day.
Using these two production plants 
allows us to manufacture thousands of 
tons of mixtures every day to satisfy 
the high demand from the restoration 
companies.

Along with the developing and manufacturing of restoration materials, the company also pays a lot of 
attention to the technological support of the companies that use our products. The Company has a large 
staff of maintenance technicians, providing all the necessary information support on-site.
Thus, the Company has implemented a complex approach to restoration that includes educational, scientific, 
research and production aspects.

We think that the only possible 
way for conducting restoration 
nowadays is to have a clear 
idea of the restoration site’s 
conditions during all the stages 
of renovation, from inspecting 
a building to conducting the 
restoration work. This allows 
complying with the principles of 
restoration: it has to be justified 
and scientific.

The strategy of the development of the Russian Federation for a period 
till 2030 is based on the development of science, culture and education. 
However, realization of this strategy is connected with a lot of obstacles. 
The gap between the science and the production can be taken down 
by creating integrated research — and — production complexes.
During our Company’s operation our products were used at a lot of 
restoration sites in Saint-Petersburg and Russia. It is very important 
that now we can analyze the results of the use of the materials. We 
are constantly monitoring these sites for improving the quality of our 
materials. 
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The following cultural heritage sites 
are the unique examples of the complex 
restoration approach:

— restoration of the façade of Manege of the First Cadet Corps in Saint-Petersburg in 2002. 
This site and many others give us permission to say that the unique lime-based system for 
restoration is very long lasting.

— restoration of the rubble stone footing of The Church of The Transfiguration of Christ 
in Moscow 2014-1015. The Runit Inject compositions were used for the restoration of the 
brickwork

— restoration of the rock stuc at the Frunzensky Department Store, Saint-Petersburg 2015. 
This site is the unique example showing that the restoration (the main façade) and the 
«maintenance» the façade facing Obvodny Canal are very different. Something that is «cheap» 
needs a constant maintenance and turns out to be much more expensive.

— restoration and recreation of the terrazzo floors at the M. G. Savina House of Stage Veterans, 
Saint-Petersburg 2014. Working on this site not only allowed us to create a new line of products, 
but also we were able to document the technology of working with modern instruments

— restoration of the ceiling of Avtovo Metro Station, Saint-Petersburg, 2012-2013. Using our 
technology of manufacturing thin-architectural elements of GRC allowed us to carry out 
reconstruction of the object of cultural heritage without closing the station.

— restoration of the façade of Krummeĺ s Garage, St. Petersburg, 2014. During the restoration 
of this object winterization with flame-retardant composition based on mineral raw materials 
was used for the first time, which was essential for the safe operation of this architectural 
monument.

— restoration of the interior of the Rostral columns, Saint-Petersburg, 2014. At this facility we 
made conclusions regarding the effectiveness of the joint use of materials for waterproofing 
and restoration of masonry.

Experience

We have extensive experience in research, survey and design works of buildings and 
structures for the further major repairs or restoration. The survey allows us to set the 
volume and cost of the restoration work.
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Restoration and maintenance of the 
front façade

Construction site: Frunzensky Department Store

Address: Saint-Petersburg, Moskovsky prospect 60/129, liter A

Frunzensky Department Store was 
built in 1934-1938 (architects E. I. 
Katonin, L. S. Katonin, E. M. Sokolov, 
K. L. Iogansen, engineer S. I. Katonin). 
The architectural design of the 
building is typical for the transition 
period from constructivism to Stalin 
Neoclassicism. 

The outer wall of the building is 
framed with simplified Doric columns 
to a height of the fourth floor. The 
space between the columns is glazed 
with stained glass and the floor 
framing are hidden behind the glass.
Frunzensky Department Store was 
damaged by fire and closed in 1988. In 
1992 the building was reconstructed. 
In 2013 business centers network 
«Senator» bought the building from 
the company «Sberbank Leasing».

The restoration of the façade started with the preparatory 
works which included:
— Cleaning of the façade from the polymer concrete 
coating;
— Removal of the original layer of plaster
Then the restoration of the surface layer of the destructed 
brickwork began. It was necessary to partially replace 
the front layer of the bricks as it was destructed almost 
completely, and restore the joints of the brickwork.
The next step after the restoration of the masonry was 
the restoration of the primer coat of the plaster. Then 
Runit Sanitizing was applied on the prepared surface with 
the help of a trowel and a flat trowel (layers up to 20 mm 
thick). The final layer of plaster was applied with a trowel 
flush with the original plaster.
Further works included repairing cracks and conducting 
local injection. Cracks were repointed to a solid foundation, 
Runit Unigrunt primer was used. Next, the cracks were filled 
with Runit Adhesive mixture. For injection of pressurized 
cracks Runit Repair of concrete and stone was used with 
the reciprocating piston pump.

After the above-mentioned preparation works on the lower layers, reconstruction of the 
decorative layer began. We used dry mortar Runit terrazyt to recreate the original historical 
texture. The original surface finish was recreated by using stamps made of polyurethane in 
accordance with the original sample. After the plaster reached the required strength, the surface 
was subjected to an abrasive cleaning to remove the cement-lime slurry and to uncover the 
decorative filler - marble chips.
R.M.Dayanov a well-known specialist on the Soviet architectural heritage said the following: «The 
restoration of the façade of the Frunzensky Department Store, which is an important dominant 
building of the Moscow Avenue, was conducted in accordance with a modern approach to 
restoration. At the same time it preserved the appearance of the façade which is the object of 
cultural heritage and that is very important».
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The restoration of the steps was conducted by filling the missing pieces by the special mineral 
mortars. Some of the steps were replaced completely as the destruction was almost 80%. 
For the replacement of the destructed steps and for the recreation of the flooring tiles natural 
stones similar to the original were used.

The 32-meter high red brick victory columns designed 
by the French architect Thomas de Thomon are one 
of the most recognizable symbols of Saint-Petersburg. 
After two hundred years the need for the restoration 
was obvious.
During earlier renovations cement plaster mortars were 
used on the inner surfaces of the walls, which, combined 
with the impaired waterproofing of the stylobates led to 
a serious degradation of the masonry.
Due to the significant destruction caused by perennial 
leaks the limestone steps of internal staircases were 
also damaged. It was also required to recreate fully 
destructed floor tiles.
Restoration works started with the removal of the 
cement plaster and dismantling of the old waterproofing 
coating. Next was a complex of works on restoration 
of the surface of the brick and tuff masonry from 
the interior (post-treatment, inject, salts stabilization 
restoring of the bricks etc.) It is important to mention 
that during all the period of the restoration works, the 
area was properly ventilated and the humidity of the 
walls was not higher than 60%.

At the same time the waterproofing 
works on the stylobates were 
undergoing. The main idea of this 
work was the use of only mineral 
waterproofing materials that were 
in harmony with the historical 
materials. The previous layer of 
ruberoid was clearly in discord with 
the building’s architecture. Moreover 
this waterproofing material showed 
that it was not very durable.
All these works were mainly 
conducted with the use of the Runit 
materials, that were developed or 
modified by our company, taking 
into consideration the properties of 
the construction and the operation 
conditions. This factor, and also 
knowing all the nuances of work 
with the materials, allowed us to 
achieve great results.

Restoration of the indoors and 
stylobates of the Rostral Columns

Construction site: Rostral Columns

Address: St. Petersburg, Birzhevaya pl.
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Restoration and maintenance 
of the façade

 
Construction site: Krümmel’s garage

Address: St. Petersburg, ul. Bolshaya Posadskaya, 12

In 2013 «Agio» performed the 
restoration of the façade of the 
cultural heritage site «Karl-Lugwig 
Krümmel’s garage». One of the main 
aims of the restoration (except, of 
course, making the façade esthetically 
pleasing and well-managed) was the 
winterization of the building.

The first priority was to prepare 
the base of the walls, including the 
clearing of old plaster layers, repairing 
of concrete frame structures and 
walls. As a material for the repair Runit 
Repair of concrete and stone M300 
was used, which is a non-shrinking 
quick-dry mixture of thixotropic type, 
comprising a polymer fiber.

Because of the special historical status of the building, 
the use of traditional materials for the winterization of the 
façade was unacceptable. Thus, it became necessary to 
apply thermal insulating plaster.

For the façade works Runit Light Plaster (Heat-Insulating) 
— dry mortar, used for additional thermal insulation 
and improving sound transmission loss of load-bearing 
constructions in newly constructed and renovated 
buildings has been chosen.
To give the building its former architectural expression, 
architectural elements were installed on the façade.

Cornices of Runit GRC were made at 
our production facility by pneumatic 
spraying. GRC is a composite building 
material, reinforced with fiberglass 
instead of steel, which is uniformly 
distributed in the mortar of cement 
and sand. Installed pilasters were 
made from mineral blocks cut from 
the insulation boards. The blocks were 
glued to the top of the partition wall 
with the use of the material Runit 
Adhesive mixture and additionally 
were fixed with disc-shaped dowels.
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«Avtovo» is a station of the Saint Petersburg Metro. 
It was the first shallow-level station of the first stage 
of construction. Its underground hall was designed by 
architects E. A. Levinson, A.A. Grushke and engineer 
S. M. Epshteyn. This unique station was constructed 
using the cut and cover method, then more station 
were built this way.
In 2011, December 15th, the station was included in the 
state register of cultural heritage of regional significance 
by the Council for Cultural Preservation.
Restoration here included a complex of works on stairs 
and passages, waterproofing of load-bearing structures, 
which in addition to the regular clearing before restoration 
and repair works, required preparation (opening) of the 
load-bearing structures.

Major repairs 
of «Avtovo» subway station

 
Construction site: «Avtovo»

Address: St Petersburg, pr. Stachek, 90 к2

Clearing the layers of plaster on the walls, ceilings, and architectural decorations to show the 
original elements, was complicated by a large number of painting and plastering layers of different 
compositions (the result of the numerous cosmetic repairs carried out by the subway workers during 
more than 50 years of exploitation). The variety of methods was used to achieve the result of the 
restoration: manual and mechanized cleaning, using special equipment and chemical paint-removers.
Coffered ceiling structures between the stairs and the passage were in critical condition due to 
the operation without periodic maintenance and repair, and exposure to aggressive factors. The 
fittings were completely rusted through and turned into metal dust; concrete did not have the 
required mechanical strength.
Defective parts have been taken off; a new reinforcement was set up with preliminary priming. 
Concreting was performed with The Runit High-strength fine-grained concrete.

After the waterproofing of load-bearing structures, walls and ceiling, and the stairs, the 
restoration works began.
During the restoration of the decorations The Runit lime-gypsum putty, The Runit gray putty and The 
Runit white putty were used. To recreate the missing elements, special molds were created, according 

to the original samples; new elements were casted with The Runit GRC.
Preservative treatment and chemical sealing have been carried out to increase the operation period. 
In addition to recreating the smooth surfaces of the walls and ceilings, it was also necessary to restore 
drawn sections and elements. The Runit cement-lime plaster was used for the basic primer layer.

For the finishing layers the following products were used: The Runit Adhesive mixture, The Runit 
Gray putty. The Runit Unigrunt was used for the inter-layer priming. Runit Silicate primer and The 
Runit Silicate paint were used for painting works.
The marble facing was recreated with white marble «Koelga» by using conventional cladding 
technology, using wire mesh and pyrenes and filling the cavities with the mortar.
While seemingly simple, the work required considerable efforts on the selection of marble plates 
matching the historical cladding in color and pattern.
Works on the restoration of the red marble «Salieti» consisted of clearing the entire surface, 
as well as the removal of damaged areas and filling up the scratches. The most creative stage 
was the stone restoration with polyester resins. At this stage color-matching was the most 
important task, choosing the inserts’ color and pattern, so they did not stand out after the 
works were finished. To strengthen the loose areas, as well as to protect the stone The Runit 
Stone strengthener and The Runit hydrophobisator were applied. 
Works on the restoration of the red marble «Salieti» consisted of clearing the entire surface, as 
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well as the removal of damaged areas 
and filling up the scratches. The 
most creative stage was the stone 
restoration with polyester resins. At 
this stage color-matching was the 
most important task, choosing the 
inserts’ color and pattern, so they did 
not stand out after the works were 
finished. To strengthen the loose 
areas, as well as to protect the stone 
The Runit Stone strengthener and The 
Runit hydrophobisator were applied. 
Granite floor finishing of the passage 
needed clearing and the floor joints 
needed filling with The Runit Jointing 
material for masonry. Also it was 
necessary to set a lot of inserts, 

and then to grind and to polish the surface. Restoration of the stairs required significantly larger 
efforts, as they were destructed almost completely.

Bush hammered surface of the stairs has been almost polished off, due to the huge traffic flow 
and more than 50 years of operation. Historical status of the object, as well as the strict safety 
rules for the works conducted in the subway, excluded thermal or chemical processes, so to 
recreate the desired surface special pneumatic tools were used.
Services provided made it possible to return the splendor and elegance to the stairs and the 
passage. In 2014 “Avtovo” made it to a list of the world’s most beautiful subway stations, published 
by the popular British newspaper, The Guardian.


